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Volume II , Number 4

Search Committee .narrows dean hunt to 6
by Charles B. Andre

After an exhaustive search that started
last March and reviewed the qualifications
of over 100 prospective applicants, the
Dean Search Committee has narrowed its
recommendation for the Law School's No.
1 seat to six finalists. All six will be making two-day campus visits between November 21 and December 13. In addition
to extensive interviews with faculty and
University officials, the candidates will
have an opportunity to speak with students
in meetings scheduled by the SBA.
As a group, the six candidates sport an
impressive array of credentials. They all
have years oflaw school teaching and administrative experience, excellent academic
backgrounds, and have published numerous legal articles. One of the six candidates
is a woman. Three are former law school
deans; another is a current dean.

Searching for a dean

The six candidates were selected by the
Dean Search Committee in their ongoing
efforts to assist University President Author E. Hughes, who has final authority to
appoint a new dean for the Law School.
The search for a new dean began last
March after former Dean Sheldon Krantz
announced he would be leaving USD.
Professor Grant Morris was appointed Acting
Dean for a year, effective August 1, until
the Search Committee could fill the vacancy.

The Dean Search Committee

The 14-member Dean Search Committee, selected by Hughes, represents a diverse group of faculty, students, and
.members of the legal community. The
eight faculty members were chosen based
on a ballot, .circulated among faculty, asking for Committee nominations. .
' Professor Lester B. Snyder, Director of
the Graduate Tax Program, was asked to
be the Chairman. The seven other faculty
members are Darrel~ Bratton, Nancy Carter, Kevin Cole, C. Hugh Friedman, Herbert Lazerow, Terry Player, and Donald
Weckstein. The two student members are
Tina Gallegos and Greg Tosi.
The other four members are the University Academic Vice President and Provost
Sister Sally Furay, Peter Nunez (former
U.S. Attorney General for San Diego
County, now in private practice), Superior
Court Judge Christine Pate (now assigned
to the Juvenile Division) and 4th District

Court of Appeals Justice Howard B. Wiener. Wiener was added by Hughes to assist
with the interviewing process once the list
of applicants was narrowed.
Hughes also gave the Committee seven
broad guidelines for qualifications he felt
the new dean should possess: 1) an ability
to work well with others, especially when
conflicting viewpoints exist and leadership is needed, 2) aptitude for law school
administration, 3) ability to evaluate accurately the talents of others, 4) accomplishments as a scholarand teacher, 5) fund
raising abilities, 6) ability to work well
with diverse groups (faculty, students, other
administrators, alumni, the bar and the
general public), and 7) imagination and
creativity in meeting the new challenges of
legal education.

How to find a dean

To bring a Law School consensus into
the search for a new dean, the Committee
met with the faculty in April and asked for
its views as well. Chairman Snyder noted,
''There was a lot of discussion to get
someone with good administrative ability
and the ability to work with the University
in raising funds."
The Committee then proceeded to look
for someone who could fit this bill. First,
letters were sent to the deans of all 175
ABA-accredited law schools, informing
them of the USD opening and asking-them
to ''spread the word'' among their faculty.
Second, to meet the University policy of
affirmative action in hiring, the Committee advertised in newsl~tters, journals and
newspapers with strong women and minority readerships.
Third, the Committee looked into some
250 names suggested by USD faculty, other
law school professors, practicing attorneys, judges and other lawyers in administrative capacities. .The Committee made
personal phone calls to about 75 of these
prospective candidates. Fourth, the Committee received nominations from deans
and professors at other law schools. The
Committee then decided whether or not to
contact these-nominees.
This fourth step added about 100 more
applicants to the pool. However, Snyder
added, ''Of the 175 ABA law schools,
there are about 35 new dean positions that
are always available and the average life of
a dean is 3.2 years. So you can see, there is
~ highly competitive dean market out there.''

(Continued on page 7.)

Mid-terms under fire as faculty, students
evaluate ·implementation benefits, costs
by Starr Lee

Some students call them worthless while others applaud them for forcing the early
writing of outlines. Whatever you think about mid-terms, they weren't intended to be
another way to inflict pain and suffering on students, HONEST.
Now that the stress and anxiety of the first semester of mid-terms has subsided, the
evaluation process starts. The Teaching and Testing Committee, headed by Professor
Kevin Cole, is gathering data on the types of tests given and feedback given to the students
about their test answers to opinions of the students aboutthe tests. This data and more will
be considered by the committee to see if mid-terms are achieving their goals while not
being outweighed by the costs.

Studies kept up-to-date

According to Cole, one of the purposes behind the institution of mid-terms was to help
students pace their learning by keeping up-to-date with the class materials.
By getting more out of the materials, students could expect to become better lawyers,
Cole said.
,
Taking mid-terms was expected to help students on the bar exams "at least indirectly,'' Cole said, ''if [the students] get more out of class and materials.'' Taking more
tests could be useful in showing students how to organize the i:naterial better and show
·
why they do or don't do well on tests.

(Continued on page 11.)
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Rejection Shredding Party held at Career Planning

Francois Laugier, dubious winner of "Greatest number of rejection letters," received a
USD wastebasket for his 220 rejection letters. Held November 9, awards were also
given for the shortest, coldest rejection letters as well as letters the most ambiguous or
v~rb.9.Jie_,_I.he mo~t ~o_m...Pa~s!Q~ate letter was also judged the most obvious form letter
as the same "sincere" letter had been sent to two separate-law students.

Crits leader Kennedy to speak

J~T~:.}1,~,2Y S!,~.!i~"~L~!;~!~I ~,!~a~u~h~~u

impact on who gets what between social classes, men and women, and between tho_se of different
and ethnic groups than you would ever guess from law school classes.
Alot of those rules--- which contribute strongly to class, gender, and race inequality---get
justified in law school classes and in legal scholarship in ways that just don't standup to critical
inquiry."
·Professor Duncan Kennedy
r~cial

by Gary
What began as·a request from a couple
of second-year students for a briefing from
Professor Joanne Conaghan on the details
of the last Critical Legal Studies Conference in New York has evolved into a full
blown symposium.,
On January 19, 1989: a symposium
featuring Duncan Kennedy, one of the
leaders of the movement, will introduce
OSD students to the ideals ofCritical Legal
Studies ,a subject normally reserved for
theory-bent faculty members of prestigious law schools. The panel members will
examine how those ideals effect gender,
race, and class relations in the United
States.
,
The panel will also include Professors
Paul Wohlmuth and Joanne Conaghan of
USD, Kimberly Crenshaw of UCLA. The
evening will begin with 15- to 20-minute
presentations by the panelists, heat-up with
·a round of questions---'a la Oprah '---from
the audience, and culminate with battle
royale between the Formalists, Realists,
and Crits.

What is Critical Legal Studies?

''As an organization, Critical Legal
Studies is a soci~l network of support for
Motions
USD Law School
Alcala Park
San Diego. CA 92110

Fielder

law teachers who are liberal and to the left
of liberal---radicals,'' says Kennedy •. who
has taught at Harvard Law School for 15
years and is one of the most influential
members of the movement.
Generally, the self-deemed "Crits" reject
the philosophical ideals of "Formalism"
which pervades much of legal scholarship
and most of legal education. The Ciits
believe that ''the law,'' as it stands, is not
an objective, black-letter setofrules which
can be applied to reach a correct legal
solution, but rather a political instrument
used by those in power to sustain their
power.
''Teachers teach nonsense when they
persuade students that legal reasoning is
distinct, as a method for reaching correct
results, from ethical and political discourse,''
stated Kennedy. "Put another way, everything taught, except the formal rules
themselves and the argumentative techniques for manipulating them, is policy
and nothing more,'' states Kennedy.
For the most part, Critical Legal Studies is an out-growth of Legal Realism,

(Continued on page 6.)
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Dean's Forum

Students air gripes to present issues, await change
by Charles B. Andre

In a forum held to air student comments
on November 9, 1988, Acting Dean of
Students Grant Morris made some important Law School announcements and fielded
harsh student criticism of the mid:term
policy.
The forum consisted of two hour-long
sessions: one held at noon for day students,
another at 5 p.m. for evening students. In
addition to Morris, other administrators in
attendance were Associate Dean John
Minan, Assistant Dean Kelly Salt, and
directors from Career Placement, Financial Aid, Library Services and Records.
Only three students attended the noon forum and roughly a dozen students were
present at the 5 p.m. repeat.

Tuition increase set

One important announcement made by
Morris was that tuition would increase 10
percent next school year, to. $10,300 for
full-time students and $7,300 for part-time
students for a fµll year. Morris noted,
however that the current foll-time tuition
of $9 ,350 is the lowest among private
California law schools and USD will probably remain at or near that level despite.the
increase to five figures
Two percent of the increase will be
maintained in a special "equity pool" to
provide additional compensation to faculty who are clearly underpaid. The tuition
hike will also allow an average seven percent increase in current salary levels, based
on merit, for both faculty and staff. This
merit increase was one of the Dean's budget
priorities, since staff turnover has become

·
rtan t ~ssue
·
to the u mversity.
·
·
an i~po
Li?rary Director Nancy <;arte~ not~d
there is a 25 percent turnover m umversity
staff nationwi_de, so higher staff salaries
should result m an economy for USD by
re?ucing .f~ture turnover costs associated
with retrammg new staff. Carter mentioned,
by way of example, that there was a 100
percent turnover in USD reference librarians last year si_nce th~s.e emp~oyees c_ould
get more lucrauve posiuons with law firms.

DQ program supported

Morris also announced additional support for students entering under the Diversely
Qualified Admissions (DQA) program. First,
there will be an increase in the availabiltiy
of scholarship funds available to these
students. The Law School currently offers
30 DQA scholarships that defray 50 percent of tuition costs. With additional fund· ing from the budgeting process, however,
an extra $30,000 per year will become
available over each of the next three years.
These funds will be used to increase half of
the 30 scholarships from 50 percent to 90
percent.
, Secondly, an additional part-time instructor has been added to the Lawyering
Skills program so additional support will
be available to DQA students via remedial
tutorials. Morris hopes these supportive
measures, which were another of his budget
priorities, will attract more highly qualified students under the DQA program and
help rectify the Law School's minority student imbalance.

th~ 1orum
c
· c · with
· the faculty
was.dissatis1act1on
~md-term po~icy and the administration's
implementation procedures. An SBA repres~~tative at the ~oon forum indicated a
peution had been circulated and more than
400 student signatures had been collected.
The SBA would submit this petition to the
Teaching and Testing Committee in support of reassessing the mid-term policy.
The SBA re~res~ntati~e no~ed there ~as
alot of student dissatisfacuon with the policy,
alluding to the fact that class preparation
falls of~ dram~tically during the two w~ks
precedmg mid-terms, due to crammmg
pressu~es, as ~.en as aft~~ards, due to
post mi~-term bum-out. The SBA r~presentauve want~d ~o know whether m.idterms wm~ld ~ ehmrnated before the sprrng
semester if disfavor was strong enough, or
whether student energy should be focused
on modifying the mid-term policy.

ture was not a USD-sponsored event and
the Law School's philosophy was not that
of a •'bar training factory.'' Considerable
time and effort had gone into trying to
create a fair mid-term schedule, Morris
said. Minan responded that he felt such
examination pressures were not inconsistent with the kinds of pressures faced by a
practicing attorney.
Objections were raised regarding the
·inflexibility of the mid-term policy and
why students burdened with two or more
exams in a single day couldn't simply take
a m~e-up at a }ater date. He po~nted out
tha.t if the faculty created .the pohcy, they
should be able to change it. Morris, however, stated the faculty were unwilling to
change the policy.
Minan also responded to the question,
saying the major concern here was exam
security. He noted students always talk

USD not "bar training factory, "
according·to Dean Morris

Emphasizing the "experimental" nature of the exams, Morris indicated that
sufficient time must be allowed to measure
results. Minan added that some professors
who were originally against mid-terms
(himself included) now felt the experiment
should at least be given a chance. He therefore felt mid-terms would be continued at
least through the spring semester before
Mid-terms: main issue
the Testing and Teaching Committee would
The predominant stUdent issue raised at make any conclusive recommendations.
Student dissatisfaction with mid-terms
picked
up momentum at the 5 p.m. forum,
Post election blues
attended mostly by e\'.ening students. One
student voiced her objections to the lack of
uniformity in mid-term gracling as well as
by James Sherwood
an inadequate study period to pre.pare.
havebeeninterestingiftheyallhadpassed.
Morris noted the faculty would be unwillProposition 103, the Nader insurance plan,
The election of the 41 st president of the
ing to adopt a uniform percentage of total
is the only insurance initiative that surUnited States had a lot of voters singing the
Blues. Although the Bush/Quayle, Repub- . vived the close scrutiny of the voters judg- grade "for pedagogical reasons.",
An additional study week was impractiment. The proposition requires rate relican Party ticket prevailed on November
cal in the current academic year, Minan
duction for all property and casualty insur8, overall the American public was disensaid, because of semester time restrictions.
ance to be at a minimum of 20 percent. It
chanted with the choice of candidates.
The fall term has to start as late as it does
also freezes rates until Nov. 8, 1989 unless
Many voters expressed that they were eito accomodate summer intercession stuthe insurance company is threatened with
ther voting for a Political Party or trying to
dents, Salt added, and the spring term has
insolvency.
maintain the status quo of economic prosto end as early as it does to meet the start of
The rate slashing revolt of proposition
perity. In any event George Bush, who
bar review courses.
103 may have been too good to be true.
takes the reigns on Jan. 20, 1989, has to
At the evening forum, an evening stuThe California Supreme court, in response
gain the respect and support of both the
dent objected to the mid-term policy beto a insurance industry ·suit, issued a stay
American people and the Congress.
cause, in addition to a full-time job, he had
barring the initiative from taking effect.
Finding support from Congress may
back-to-back exams one night that would
With the constitutionality of even 103 in
tum out to be an uphill battle for our new
count as 25 and 33 percent of his semester
question, it looks like all of tlie millions of
president-elect. The Democrats, who regrades in these two courses. He said there
dollars
spent
promoting
these
initiatives
tained decisive control of the Congress and
was only a 15-minute break between them
was an aimless effort. What really bothers
gained strength in the nation's state houses,
and he had already committed his only vamost voters is how the insurance compawill not make it easy for Bush. In an
cation time to studying for finals in Denies can spend 40 million, in premium
attempt to establish a conducive relationcember.
dollars, to fund the initiative campaign and
ship with Congress, Bush appointed James
Morris responded by reviewing the
then
turn
around
and
say
that
cutting
rates
A. Baker III as his secretary of state. Mr.
reasons
underlying the Bar Improvement
will
threaten
them
with
insolvency.
Baker, with his pragmatic attitude and
Committee's recommendation to conduct
The propositions which succeeded in
popularity on Capitol Hill, may allow him
mid-terms, noting they were expected to
confusing the general public now baffle
to establish a cooperative rather than a
improve
bar passage, alleviate final exam
the
Supreme Court. The general consenconfrontational mode with Congress. The
pressures
and prepare students better for
sus
is
that
the
Supreme
court
will
not
Bush-Baker duo will also have to face
class. The student responded, however,
outright dismiss the voters decision, but
Mikhail Gorbackev in the continuing chalthat bar improvement techniques should
may lean to the right in considering the
lenge to strive.for world peace.
be learned from professors, not mid-terms,
economic ramifications on insurance
On a note closer to home, the California
and
that students who were consistently
companies.
elections proved to be just as frustrating.
prepared
for class should not be inconvenOverall,
after
all
the
dust
of
the
election
With the ballot boxes in the Pacific open
ienced for the sake of those who needed the
had settled, voters were disgruntled about
for almost two more hours, major televithe entire election process. The right and · ''babysitting'' effect of mid-terms. He added
sion networks began making their predicthat it was just a reality of life, whether in
duty of a citizen to vote was not the satistions on the outcome of the presidential
school or in the courts, that some students
fying
experience
of
days
past.
This
was_
election. It was like watching a !iorse race
exhibited by the 10 percent decline in reg- · or some attorneys are simply not prepared.
and .betting ar'ter you already knew the
Another student voiced her objections
istered voter turnout, from 81.5 percent in
result. Many f ~It that the early predictions
to
the
mid-terms because she felt they were
1984 to only 71.6 percent this year.
persuaded vot1rs who hadn't voted yet.
just
another
instance of how the Law School
With
millions
of
dollars
being
spent
on
The confus 1n persisted with a total of
discriminates
against evening students. She
election
campaigns
and
media
blitzes,
the
29 statewide a d 15 local propositions on
felt evening students with full-time jobs
real issues are becoming more and more
the ballot. Aft r being subjected to mudwere not given adequate time to study,
blurred. Instead of focusing on the conslinging and bia media for over six months,
their
mid-term scheduling was insensitive
cerns of the nation and the merits of their
many voters w re drowning in a cesspool
to
their
preparation needs and that on the
position,
the
candidates
and
lobbyists
have
of conflicting i 1 :ormation. For some, votvery same day she had a choice between
attacked their opponents and distorted the
ing "NO" on < , ~rything was the answer.
attending this open forum or an essay prepaissues. Hopefully the voter turnout and
Others tried ti wade through the issues
ration
lecture--a conflict Law School
reaction to the elections has had enough of
with still no a' 1ii.
administrators
should have foreseen if they
an
impact
to
send
a
signal
to
the
legislaThe heart ol ie confusion rested in the
were interested in improving bar passage.
tors. Voter are tired of singing the "Postinsurance inith ves. Since one initiative
Morris noted the essay preparation iecconflicted dire 1 with the next it would Election Blues."

Election process disheartens Calif. voters

'

about their exams afterwards and there
could be no guarantee, even in innocent
circumstances, that such talk would not
unfairly benefit a make-up student who
overheard it.
Law School administration procedures
were inadequate in addressing fundamental questions of policy implementation,
another student noted, and mid-terms were
just another example as was the library
construction noise allowed during midterm week. The student felt Law School
policies were often adopted without sufficient consideration given to all ramifica- ·
tions. Morris agreed, noting he has now requested "drafts" of all policies given to
the administration and faculty so that appropriate input can be made to safequard
against unforeseen and undesireable side
issues.
The Law School needs professional administrators, said one student, citing by
analogy the way a hospital is staffed by
doctors but run by administrators to ensure
successful management. She further noted
that the Law School's financial aid office
is now headed by a professional and her
questions and problems are more efficiently
resolved. Morris responded that highly
trained administrators are already in place
and the problem, which is being addressed,
lies in the policy planning stages.

Parking

Also raised at the 5 p.m. forum was
Law School parking. Morris noted a feasibility study had been undertaken to assess
the·cost of two USD parking facilities, one
at each end of the campus. Minan said the
cost to build such garage facilities had
been estimated at $12,500 per parking
space. Morris added that ''Law School
only" parking had been rejected since
students come and go all day and since the
existing parking lot between the Law Library and More Hall cannot accomodate
all law students anyway. Carter noted that
parking will be restored behind the Law
Library as soon as construction crews complete the exterior.

Library crowds

The issue of Law Library overcrowding
due to undergraduates and non-USD students was also raised at the noon forum.
Carter indicated it would not serve the Law
School's best interests, during this transitional period of library construction, to
restrict access only to law students since
reciprocity with the undergraduate Copley
Library is needed.
Carter also noted the negative perception that would be inherent in checking for
Law School identification and said, in any
event, overcrowding is one of the major
reasons for expansion and remodelling.
Carter added that a quiet study room has
been specially set aside for law students in
the bottom floor of Copley Library.
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Student resource pool makes impact on regulatory agencies for USD watchdog group
Student opportuniOes

by Jamie Sternberg

Did you know that in many of your
P.urchases as a California consumer you
are indirectly supporting a state agency
that monitors the provider of that good or
service that you have bought? A small
fraction of the purchase price of certain
goods supports the agency. And, did you
know that the agency that you are supporting may actually be working against your
best interests as a consumer?
There are more than 25 public-interest
agencies and over 60 regulatory agencies
in California. Although the public knows
very little about these agencies they ·are
very important. Their purpose is to serve as
watchdogs over certain businesses and they
make decisions which can greatly affect
California consumers.
The USD Center for Public Interest
Law in tum serves as a watchdog over
most of the state agencies. The agencies
that they monitor include the Sierra Club,
the State Bar, the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers, the Board of Cosmetology, and the Hor.se Racing Board.

Approximately 30 second-year students
are involved in the Center for Public Interest Law. Each takes a year-long four-unit
course entitled ''California Administrative Law and Practice." As part of the
course each student is assigned two or
three of California's regulatory agencies
to monitor. The student attends agency
meetings that take place periodically
throughout the state, monitors the agency's
actions and twice each semester submits
an article to the Center's publication, The
California Regulatory Law Reporter. For
each agency the publication gives information regarding general packground, major
projects, legislation and litigation concerning the agency and also reports recent and
future meetings of the board. It is read
primarily by judges, lawyers, legislators
and lobbyists.
The benefits to involved students are
numerous. Each student learns how regulatory agencies function through actual
observation instead of hearing theories
explained in a classroom. The student actually observes the development of policy

during the meetings.
Third-year students may continue their
work with the Center. In the past studentS
have worked on projects that include agency
critiques, petitioning an agency to adopt
regulations, drafting model legislation, filing
suits to enforce procedural rules or submitting amicus briefs on issues pending appeal.
Past students have made an impact on
the way that these agencies function. John
Moot began a legislative drive that abolished the State Board of Fabric Care, an
agency that did nothing to protect consumer rights. Students have represented
telephone ratepayers in Pacific Bell postdivestiture rate hearings. The Department
of Insurance has been compelled to hold
open meetings. USD students have drawn
attention to the Contractors State License
Board's 14,000 consumer complaint back,
log.
Most well known of all the Center's
victorys is Michael Shame's organization
of UCAN (Utility Consumers' Action
Network) which finally gave the consumers voice in SDG&E rate hearings. It is

Applications available for 1989-90 financial aid
by Carl Eging
Financial Aid Director

The financial aid picture for the next
academic year is rapidly falling into place.
At the present time, we are in
the process of revising application
materials, reviewing budgets and preparing materials for distribution.
There are many details to be worked
out, but there are several things that we are

sure of at this time.
1. Financial Aid Forms will be available for all current students on December
12, 1988. These forms must be completed
by all students who will need financial aid
during the 1989 -1990 academic year. Please
note that all students wh_o plan on applying
for aid must complete the need analysis
forms. Federal regulations now require
that applicants for the SLS/CLAS loans
must file the FAF form.

CPIL loses battle for Prop. 73, but continues the war
On October 24, the Fourth District Court
of Appeal denied the Center for Public
Interest Law's petition for writ of manctate
and request for a stay. The Center had
challenged the Fair Political Practices Commission's interpretation of Proposition 68
and sought to stop the Franchise tax Board
from printing the 1988 state income tax
forms until the dispute is resolved.
Prop. 68 and Prop. 73 (another campaign finance initiative) were both passed
by the electorate in the June election; both
must be implemented. Prop. 73, however,
received more votes; under state constitutional law, in areas where there is "irreconcilableconflict" between the provisions
of the two initiatives, Prop. 73 controls.
The Fourth District held that the Campaign Reform Fund---a campaign finance
fund created by Prop. 68 and fed by voluntary $3 contributions through a tax form
checkoff---constitutes ''public monies' ' as
that term is defined in Prop. 73.
Prop. 73 prohibits the use of ''public
monies" to fund political campaigns in
California. Thus, under the appellate court's

ruling, the Campaign Reform Fund and
Prop. 68'$ campaign spending limits are
invalid. The court rejected the C.e nter's
argument that the voluntary $3 contribution constitutes a tax credit, which is not
considered "public monies."
The court also denied California Common Cause's motion to intervene in support of the Center's petition. InJts moving
papers, Common Cause argued the Prop.
73 's ban on the use of public monies for
political campaigns is unconstitutional
because it impermissibly binds future legislatures from acting in this area without a
two-thirds (instead of majority) vote.
Because Common Cause was denied
party status in the Center's Fourth District
action, it has since filed its argument as a
separate petition for writ of mandamus in
the Third District Court of Appeal in Sacramento. That court has agreed to hear
Common Cause's argument.
On November 2, the Center filed a
petition for review of the Fourth District's
opinion in the California Supreme Court.
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2. The method for determining need
(Congressional Methodology) which was
in place this year will be used again next
year. We will use 1988 income information to determine th~ student contribution.
We will also use only three standard budget
·
configurations.
3. All federal loans will be disbursed in
two installments. Students will receive their
GSL and SLS loans at the beginning of
each semester.
4. Budget information and other institution application materials will be available in early Fe~ruary. All students are
encouraged to file these materials in a
timyly manner. The deadline date for on
time applications will be March 1, 1989
for students attending summer school .or
the Summer Institutes. · .
Students applying for fall financi~l aid
must have their financial aid documents
filed by April 1, 1989. Students who complete
their files after that date will not be eligible
for campus-based (Perkins or Tuition Credit
Loans). Please note this date is one month
earlier than this past year.

LAL changes

At a recent national meeting sponsored
for Law Schools, some common concerns
were discussed. Some of the items that
surfaced included information about changes
that will occur with the various loan programs that are administered by the Law
Access Program.
·
Many of these changes are subject to
final approval, but the ones that appear to
be in place are:
A. LAL loan limits will go to $12,000
for the student alone. Students who elect
to choose a cosigner will be able to borrow
up to $15,000. Maximum loan limits will
also be increased.
B. All loans (including the GSL and
SLS) will continue to utilize one application. The guarantee agency and the banks
for all LAL loans will be changed.
C. The origination fees will be reduced
for the LAL. Loans with a cosigner will require a 6 percent origination fee. Loans
without a cosigner will require an 8 percent origination fee.
Law Access will be providing printed
information about their new programs as
soon as all of the necessary approvals have
been received.

estimated that UCAN has saved San Diego
ratepayers millions of dollars.
· Misty Colwell is a second-year student
who monitors the Public Utilities Comission with several other students. She also
monitors the Board of Accountancy and
was initally suprised at how "cliquish"
the board was. She explained that the board
" is not open to public comment" and is
often "petty". This is the board that is
supposed to represent you, the consumer
of the services ofpublic accountants. Misty
commented that the pettiness unfortunately
seems to be the rule more than the exception in many of these agencies and that part
of her job with the Center is to' 'report on
peevishness and encourage the board to
change".
The Center for Public Interest Law will
send information to first-year students in
the spring to encourage them to consider
taking the California Administrative Law
and Practice course and to work with the
Center. If you have any questions about the
Center please contact Julie D' Angelo at
205 Guadalupe Hall, ext. 4806

Grant allows goal
of CalCAI genesis

The Weingart Foundation recently announced its award of a two-year grant totalling $409,000 to USD's Center for Public
Interest Law (CPIL). The grant allows the
Center to fulfill one of its original goals:
the creation of an advocacy group representing the health and safety interests of
children. The new entity will be called the
California Children's Advocacy Institute
(CalCAI).
The Institute has been a lifelong pursuit
of the Center's director, Professor Robert
C. Fellmeth. "We hope to grow from the
areas of established CPIL expertise in our
said Fellmeth.
first steps,"
.,
"'
. ......_
,_

·~

CPIL, now in its ninth year of operation, has graduated approximately 300 USD
Law School interns from its clinic programs. Asubstantialnumberofthem have
made a career in public interest, regulatory
and government law, and now hold positions in agencies, public interest organizations and with the state legislature.
CalCAI's first three projects will include a study of state government organization in the provision of child health
services; a child abuse pilot project (focusing on the detection of child abuse) and
child care service regulation and insurance
provision needs.
The California Children's Advocacy
Institute will start on a small scale for its
first two years, and will operate with and
through the Center for Public Interest Law.
Fellmeth also hopes to extend the public
interest student internships into children's
health advocacy studies and projects.

Alum nominees needed
for Alum Board position

Nominations are needed for directorship positions on the Alumni Associations'
1989 Board of Directors. You can nominate other alumni for the positions or
yourself. For information call 619-2604692.

Writers needed: Looking for
some publication experience?

The Motions average story takes two to
five hours to research and write. Share
your skills with all the law school community as well as many of the alumni who
receive Motions. Call or drop a note by our
mailbox or office (UC 114A), 260-4600
x4343

MOTIONS

NEXT ISSUE: February 1
Submission Deadline
January 23

Advertising Deadline:
January 23
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Board of Visitors forum .prompts proposals, raises new qu~stions
by Matthew M. Pribyl

The Law School Board of Visitors met
at USD on November 11, 1988, and discussed various policy problems and changes
involving the law school, including the
possible repeal of mandatory midterms,
and the changes to the admissions process.
The meetings and forums held by the Board
stressed interaction between the faculty
and the Board members so that the input
and ideas set forth would be comprehensive, and would insure that all decisions
would be made with full participation.
The function of the Board, traditionally, has been to assist the Dean and the
faculty at the law school to develop, evaluate and assist in implementing prograi;ns,
and for offering advice and counsel ·on
various policy and administrative matters.
In the past few years, as the law school
population has increased and USD has
assumed a greater role in the San Diego
community, the Board has become an
invaluable means for recognizing and
developing areas in which the school could
and should improve. This Fall's meeting
proved no different.
Stu~ent

forum

At the morning student forum, four basic
concerns were related by the students to
the Board ov Visitors: 1) minority recruitment and retention, 2) the registration process, 3) midterm examinations, and 4) stu~
dent-professor interaction. With regard to
the minority recruitment and retention issue,
several proposals were made by the Board.
The first proposal is to increase the scholarship program from a 50% award to a ·
90% award which would ease the financial
burden on the students receiving such aid,
and allow them more time to spend on their
course work.
Also, the Board proposed changes to
the existing tutorial system, namely, beginning the sessions during the second
. week of classes instead of the eighth week,
and making the sessions themselves more

meaningful by providing writing exercises
for students rather than just repeating the
lectures.
Another of the students' concerns was
that the professors are not generally available to students outside of class. The
Special Committee on Teaching and Testing issued a report dealing with this complaint, and advises that professors make
their office hours well known to their students and post copies of those hours and
phone numbers at which they can be reached
at various times.
Much of the discussion this past meeting focussed on the institution of mandatory midterms at USD. The general complaints by studen,ts about the midterms
included: 1) lack of nottce of midterms, 2)
inadequate study/preparation time, 3) disparity in weight given to exams in various
classes, 4) disparity in types of exams
given, particularly in the same class. The
Board responded by maintaining that
midterms had been announced since the
beginning of the school year, even though
a review of the policy took place a number
of weeks into the semester.
Also, the Board stated that having different types of exams prepared students
more for the Bar exam since it includes
more than one type of examination question. And, the Board added, the midterms
are designed to better prepare students for
taking the Bar exam by improving testtaking skills and the students' performance in classroom work.

Meetings with faculty, staff

A group of the Board members spent
part of the day meeting with the admissions committee who demonstrated the
process which an application for admission goes through before a decision is
made. The particular application examined was for a student applying under the
Diversely Qualified Student category, who
was at first rejected, but upon appeal by the
stuqent, admitted for first year study. Such
knowledge of the admissions procedure by

the Board of Visitors can only serve to
increase the awareness of the Board to
problems and possible remedies for the
process in the future.

the lines of communication between the
students and the faculty.
· Fourth, the Board felt that the general
student input into the decision-making
First .meeting with entire faculty process regarding curriculum and other
policy decisions needed to be increased.
The meeting of the Board of Visitors
One of the ways the administration and
also represented the first time it has met
faculty
has attempted to deal with this
with the entire faculty, though it has met
problem
is by admitting the SBA president
with smaller groups of faculty in subcomto faculty meetings so that the students
mittees in·the past. Two of the subcommitwould have a voice at that important fotee meetings held on the 11th were for the
rum.
Also, Dean Morris has held several
budgeting process committee and the Dean• s
student-administration
meetings in order
Search Committee, both of which afford
to
get
student
input
on
problems
facing the
the Board of Visitors a significant opportuschool, but these meetings have been poorly
nity to contribute. In fact, members of the
Board will be meeting with various select attended by students. One proposal was
that various student groups meet with faccanditates sometime early next semester,
ulty
committees to discuss various st9dent
and will offer advice and counsel to the
concerns and needs.
Dean and his faculty committee regarding
Fifth, the Board as a whole felt that it is
the applicants.
important
that USD Law School be better
The Board also heard status reports on .
known
outside
of the San Diego area, for
the Law Library/Legal Research project
the
purposes
of
attracting even more outfrom Nancy Carter, who gave the Board a
standing applicant candidates in the fuconstruction update, and from Josiah Neeper,
ture, and for providing students an opporthe Library Fund Campaign Chairman,
tunity to interview with firms in a wider
who gave a fund raising update.
range
of cities than are presently repreThe Board concluded its meeting by
sented at our school in the interviewing/
stating some of its members general obseroutreach process. There was a proposal
vations from the various committee meetthat faculty, and perhaps even members of
ings during the day as well as attendance in
the
Board, address firms in various cities
the classrooms by many members. First,
about the potential of USD for associate
the Board recognized a need for improveprospects and for interviewing at USD.
ment in the alumni advisor program, parStudents' class performances up
ticularly in the area of minority involvement, both from the minority students at
Judging from the comments made at the
USD and minority attorneys in the San
Board's last meeting of the day, the memDiego legal community.
bers were pleased by the performances
Second, the Board felt that students
they observed in the classroom by students
should have more input into the planning
and professors alike, unlike last year where
of the tutorial program so that students will
many complaints were sounded about stutake advantage of the program and get
dent unpreparedness and faculty acquiesmore of what they feel they need out of the
cence thereof. Approximately 30 of the 40
program. Third, the Board sensed a need
members of the Board attended, a surprisfor improved communication between
ingly large number considering the meetstudents and faculty. Thus, the student/ ing Wa;S held on a weekday. The Board's
faculty committee, which in the past has
general outlook on the progress made by
- mainly been concerned with the task of the school, and the plans involving the
choosing students to recognize as deservschool's future must be described as ining of honorary degrees, will now assume
creasingly optimistic. The next Board of
the added task of implementing guidelines
Visitors meeting will be in the Spring
and/or programs for helping to improve
semester.

Law Library news

You'll get first hand experience in the court- it takes to be a Marine Corps Officer and
room right from the start. In three years, you lawyer, talk with the Marine Corps Officer
could handle more than 3,000 cases in a
Selection Officer when he visits your campus.
wide variety of subjects . . - - - - - - - - - - - - . More than 190,000
11
from international to conMarines could use
tracts to criminal law. If
.I!
your service.
you think you have what
7U,UUU Cl.ieDfs JWrelookingiiJrafewgoiidmen.

Have

1rnn nnn

from the start

P lease call Captain Juarena at 294-2174
for an appointment to interview

WALT II enhances library's research ability
by Brent Bernau
Associate Law Librarian

Access to Westlaw and Lexis should be
easier for USD law students in the ver,y
near future. We have signed the contracts
to add a second terminal for each system.
The new terminals will be located in the
Donohue Room.We hope to have them in
place before the spring semester begins.
A Lexis terminal has.also been ordered
for placement in the Clinic.That should
also be arriving at the same time.
The added terminals will have restricted
hours. They will be available for use after
3 p.m., weekends and all day Saturday and
Sunday.

separate dedicated terminals for each research system. The ~end is to put a personal computer on each attorney's desk, so
that a variety of functions can be performed on that one terminal. These functions might include legal research, cases
management, and word processing. Thus,
it is our thinking that law students will be
better prepared for real world law practice
if they become comfortable with accessingon line databases via a personal computer.

LegalTrac

You'll also encounter new computers
outside the Reference area. The library is
installing two terminals for accessing
LegalTrac, regarded by some as the most
New Westlaw terminal coming
comprehensive index to legal periodicals
Be sure to stop by the Donohue Room
in the English-speaking world.
and pay your last respects to the Westlaw
No longer will you have to flip through
terminal there (known as a WALT I). As · numerous volumes of the Index to Legal
part of the deal to obtain a second terminal,
Periodicals as you hunt for that elusive onwe'll replacing the WALT I with a WALT
point law review article. No longer will
II. WALT Ils are the terminalsused for reyou have to contend with broken and/or
fresher courses taught this Fall.
noisy micr9film reels on the .Legal ReWhat's the difference? WALT I is a
sources Index.
dedicated terminal meaning that it is dediLegalTrac provides -indexing of over
cated to one function only, namely, ac800 legal publications from 1980 to the
cessing Westlaw. Since the terminal has
present. These records are contained on
only one function, the keys can be arCD-ROM, and accessed by a microcomranged and labeled for ease of access of puter with color-coded functions keys.
that specific database.
, Users can search the entire database in
WALT Ils, on the other hand, are perseconds for the title, author, subject, case,
sonal computers with a hard disk which
or statute entered. Your search results are
have the capability of performing a variety
displayed on a monochrome monitor and
of functions. A template over the commay be produced on paper from the atputer's function keys takes the place of tac:hed printer with the press of a button.
dedicated keys for performing Westlaw
LegalTrac will be in the library on a
search functions.
trial basis until February 1. We'll look
With the proliferation of online dataforward to receiving your comments, as
bases and emergence of word processing,
we decided whether or not to permanently
law firms can no longer afford to have
retain the system.
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Fall final exam guidelines announced
by John H. Minan
Associate Dean

The following final exam scheduling
guidelines are published in order to make
the Law School's examination rescheduling policy known to all faculty and students and in order to enable students seeking to reschedule examinations understand
the requirements.
Students are expected to take each final
examination as it is scheduled by the
administration. Academic Rule VIII.A.2.
provides that a student must take each
examination as it is scheduled.
There are two basic exceptions to this
requirement:
1. The inability to appear at the examination because of (a) student illness or (b)
unforeseen circumstances; and,
2.
Exam conflicts.
Student illness:
If a student seeks to reschedule a final
examination because of illness, the student
is required to submit to the Registrar an
explanatory letter from his or her doctor,
nurse practitioner, or other medical authority setting forth the medical reasons in
support of the rescheduling. All medical
certificates or letters are subject to verification and approval.
Once a student begins an examination,
he or she generally will be expected to
complete it during the time set for the
examination. Thus, if a student feels ill
before starting an examination, he or she
should notify the Registrar prior to starting
the exam.

Unforeseen circumstances:

The category of unforeseen circumstances includes unexpected family emergencies, such as the death or serious illness

of an immediate member of the student's
family, or other similar traumatic experience. Travel, vacation, and social plans
are not a basis for rescheduling an exam as
an unforeseen circumstance.
Employment reasons usually are not a
basis for rescheduling an exam.

Exam conflicts

No student is required to: a) take final
examinations in two (2) courses totaling
eight (8) or more credit hours that begin
within afifteen (15) hour period, orb) take
three (3) or more final examinations that
begin within a 26 hour period.

Administrative Procedures

A student's request to reschedule an
examination must be submitted to the
Registrar in writing prior to the scheduled
exam. The Associate Dean, Assistant Dean
for Student Affairs or Registrar may waive
.this requirement in appropriate cases.
Students are advised that individual
faculty members are not authorized by the
Academic Rules to reschedule final examinations for students. To prevent breaches
of the anonymous grading system, students should not contact faculty members
regarding rescheduling problems.
Deferred examinations will be normally
rescheduled by the Registrar to the next
day in the examination period unless such
rescheduling creates a direct conflict with
another examination for the student or
unless the student's physical condition makes
it impossible or impractical.
Exams that are rescheduled because of
exam conflicts will be rescheduled by the
Registrar in the order of those having the
least number of enrolled students. Thus, if
a student is enrolled in three courses subject to the exam conflict rule, the course
having the smallest enrollment will be
rescheduled first as a make-up.

Law Library hours accomodate finals
study time; X-mas library hours set
by Brent Bernau
. Associate Law Librarian

Eager law students needing the use of
the Law Library over the Thanksgiving
weekend to prepare for Fall semester finals
will be happy to know that we will be
closed on Thanksgiving Day only. Regular
hours will be in effect for the rest of the
weekend.
The only limitation is that the Circulation Desk will be the only service point
open on Friday, as our Reference and
Doctiments/Microforms Departments have
that day off with the rest of the University.
Regular service hours for these departments resume Saturday, November 26.

Extended hours for finals

Extended hours will be in effect on
December weekends until
final end. This means the Law Library

will be open until midnight, seven days a
week, Sunday, November 27, through
Wednesday, December 21.

Christmas Break

The Law Library will operate on an
abbreviated schedule during the Christmas
break. It is as follows:

Thursday, 12/22
Friday-Mon, 12/23 - 12/26
Tues-Thurs 12/27 - 12/29
Friday-Monday, 12/30 - 1/2
Tuesday-Thursday, 1/3 - 1/5
Friday-Sunday, 1/6 - 1/8

8 a.m. to lOp.m.
CLOSED
8 a.m. to lOp.m.
CLOSED
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
8 a.m. t o 8 p.m.

The Reference and Documents/Microforms Departments will also operate on a
shortened schedule from December 22
through Jan6ary 8. Check with the respective department for the hours.
Regular hours for the library and each
of its departments resume Monday, January 9, 1989.

Career Planning & Placement

MinorityCareer DevelopmentProgramheld
by Maryann Salaber
Career Planning Director

The Career Planning & Placement offices at Cal-Western and USD, along with
five area law firms, are jointly sponsoring
a Minority Career Development Program.
The program was established to enhance
legal career choices for minority law students in San Diego.
Brobeck Phleger & Harrison, Higgs
Fletcher & Mack, Jennings Engstrand &
Henrikson, Luce Forward Hamilton &
Scripps and Mcinnis Fitzerald Rees Sharkey
& Mcintyrre will interview students from
both law schools for Fall and Spring se-

mester clerkships. Students will gain practical experience and other opportunities
beneficial to their legal training and career
decision-making.
.
The school and law firms agreed to the
need for an affirmative action program for
minority law students in San Diego to
promote their legal career choices and
options. The San Diego minority attorney
population currently numbers about five
percent. These ·five firms are the first in
San Diego to participate in a program
committed to increasing interview and
employment opportunities for minority law
students and attorneys.

Critical Legal Studies panelhere
(Continued from page 1.)
spiced with the thought of alot of ''Dead
Europeans" who can be found lurking
around the footnotes of any typical sociological textbook.
Legal Realism, which became influential during the 1930s in the law schools of
Yale and Columbia, argues that cases are
decided within the context of society's
political and socio/economical values--not to mention those of the judge. (Old
news for those who took Professor Roy
Brooks for Civil Procedure.)
The realists suggest, viable positions
(i.e. rights and policies) can always be
found on either side of an issue. Therefore, lawyers should be trained to argue
and judges encouraged to balance the competing interests involved. This is where
the Crits find fault.
Crits agree that the law is political but
find it problematic to use a set of historical
rules which predispose victory for landowning, white males. In fact, one of the
central themes in all of Critical Legal
Studies has been to " deconstruct" establisheddoctrine(popularly known as "trashing') so as to change rules. Ironically, the
majority of Crits are land-owning, white
- males. Moreover, exactly what the rules
should be has not quite been articulated in
the law reviews of late.
So What's In It For Me?
The faculty at Harvard Law School is
bitterly divided between the Critical Legal
Studies crowd and the " regulars." Since
the arrival in the early 1970s of Kenned¥
and Professors Horowitz and Unger, the
Crits have managed to gain influence to
change not only how scholars look at law,
but how they teach it to their students.
Crits argue 1) that more classes should
be taught on a pass-fail basis; 2) that a Law
Review should be more of a open forum
and less a prize for high marks; and 3) that
unprepared students--- who also happen to
be adults---should be afforded a ''no-hassle
pass" without fear of embarrassment.
The most identifiable theory that Criti-

cal Legal Studies offers to students is
Kennedy's view that the organization of
law schools perpetuates just another' 'illegitimate hierarchy."
(Hierarchy, one
commentator stated, is to the Critical
Legal Studies types what "Demon Rum" is
to the drys.)
''Legal education supports hierarchy
by analogy," says Kennedy. "It structures
the pool of prospective lawyers sq that
their hierarchial organizations seem inevitable, and trains them in detail to look and
think and act just like all the other lawyers
in the system."
.
Just what effect the Crits will have on
our legal education and institutions remains to be seen. Scholars generally are
critical of the Crits for their lack of alternatives to the formalized doctrines they so
ably trash. Minorities are skeptical of
theory because it " decodes" realism, and
' 'rights'' analysis and even the Crits themselves suffer internal disagreement as to
the real nature of their ideals and discourse.

The Symposium

Thanks to Speakers Bureau and a small
. body of students for Critical Legal Studies,
all of the above issues and more will be
opened up, pounded out, and decided upon
in Forum A and Bin the University Center
at 7 p.m. on January 19, 1989.
Wohlmuth will get things rolling with
an analysis of the basic principles of Critical Legal Studies. Conaghan will speak on
women's issues and the effect of women
on the movement. (Caution to those who
attended Joanne's feminist legal theory
meetings last year . . . you could be a" femCrit" and not even know it.)
Minority issues will be addressed by
Crenshaw and, particularly, the concerns
of Black Americans. Kennedy will polish
things off with a thorough trouncing of
mainstream legal thought and the American way of life.
Plenty of refreshments and opinions
will be served. This is one you can not
miss!

DINING SERVICES
PLUS ACCOUNT
BUYBACK
If you will not be returning to USO for
the Spring Semester, Dining Services
will buy back any monies over $10.00
at 35o/o of their value. You can request
a refund at the Dining Services Office,
University Center, beginning Monday,
December 5, 1988 through Friday,
December 16, 1988. YOU MUST
PRESENT YOUR WITHDRAWAL FORM
FOR A REFUND. If you are returning to
USO for Intercession or Spring
Semester, your Plus account monies
will carry over from Fall.

t
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Candidates' backgrounds perused. as Dean list narrowed to six

·
(Continued
from page 1.)

Screening the applicants

.
The Comm1tte~ then started ~he careful
process of screening out apphcants that
· 1 'd , 1 k l"k
d f.
d"d , ·
sunp y d1 n t oo I ea ~~o . it or I n t
have t~e necessary quahf1cauons. Some
Committee members knew some of the
d .
.
h
1.
ap1p1 icants manadem some mstances p one
ca s were
. ·
TheCo.mmitteesoon n~owedthefield
to approximately 7_0 cand1?ates wh~ ~ad
expressed a strong interest m t~e pos1t1on.
T~ey then started a.more senous evaluation of each candidate. Based on the
applic~nt's resume and cover lette~, the
Committee c.hecked referenc:es and reviewed
the resume m g~eater detail.
.
. Th~ 70-apphcant pool w~s also d1v1ded mto three broa~ catego~1es: pursue,
maybe (~old), and.reject. T?1s procedw:e
resulted m nai:row~ng the field ,?f cand~~
date~toaworkmghstofonly22 pursue
c~~1da~s. The faculty members were then
d1v1ded mto seven, two-perso? teams so
th~t ~ach faculty member had six of the 22
cand1dates.
.
.
The teams then mv~stigated the backgroun? of each cand1d~te by carefully
checkmg references, callmg people at the
can~idat~'s school and former schools,
callmg judges, governmental people,
en:ip~oyers, ~nd . anyone. else who might
p~ov1de spec1?c mfonnauon a~out the candi~te;,Spe~ng ,for.th~ Committee, Snyd~r
said, We d1dn t hm1t ourselves to therr
references. W ~used o~r ow~ contact~, to?;
Each team bmlt up a file ofmformation. .
. Th~ fa~ulty members completed therr
mvesugat1ve ~ork near the end of Octo~er
and the Committee met a~ a whole to dehberate on the narrowed field of 22. J?ach
t~am reported wh~t they. had leame? and
vrrtually read therr ~ndmgs verbatim to
the rest of the Committee.

The comm1ttee
· then compared each
candidate against the others to ~ee how acceptable they were. Everyone m the Committee gave their impressions and voiced
an opi"nion As Snyder noted "The Com·
,
mittee functioned very well. We're .a diverse group. We were set up that way. We
worked harmoniously There were no bit·
ter battles." . . .
Based on therr fmdmgs and subsequent
deliberations,theCommitteenarrowedthe
field to the final six who were then invited
to campus for interviews. "No one had a
perfect score," remarked Snyder. "But in
most cases the negatives were not significant enough. These were the people that
we felt had the strongest administrative
skills or potential--and those who had the
best reports and fund raising ability. They
all have agreed to come for an interview.,,
When they arrive on campus for two
days in late November and early December, the prospective deans will be bornbarded by questions from faculty and school
officials. Each candidate will have several
meetings with the faculty and administration.
They will be asked to give their views
on three specific areas: legal education,
law school administration and how their
ideas can be applied at USD. Each candidate must also address a substantive law
issue. The candidates will also meet with
students in SBA-scheduled meetings.
The two-day visits serve a dual purpose, Snyder noted. "The candidates are
coming to interviewed, but also to see if
they like USD.''
After the campus visits are completed
in mid-December, the faculty will have to
vote on two key issues. The frrst is which
ofthecandidatestheyconsideracceptable.
The second is whether to offer tenure to the
new dean.
These votes can be critical, Snyder

pointed out, because, generally, no dean
will a~cept a new position witho.u~ th~ job
security of a tenured faculty pos1t10n. The
new dean serves at the will of the Univer.
.d t
d .th
t
s1ty pres1 en , veste w1 power o appoint a dean from the Board of Trustees.
But a tenured position would enhance the
d
h"
.d bl
·
eans ip cons1 era y.

After the visits

The Dean Search Committee will reconvene in December to assess the faculty
recommendation as well as its own members' impressions of the candidates. The
Committee will also solicit feedback from
the rest of the Law School community,
including students. Afterwards, the Committee will make its final recommendation
to the University President.
.

Biographies of final candidates

GordonA. Christenson,56,hasbeena
professor of law since 1967, primarily at
the University of Cincinnatti (1979 to
present) and American University (197177). He also served as dean for 12 of those
years. His background includes government positions and special assignments
with the U.S. Dept. of Commerce and
consulting work at M.I.T. He has been
active in numerous university committees
and legal associations, and in 1988 received the Law School's award for teaching excellence.
He has been admitted to practice law in
Utah, D.C. and before the U.S. Supreme
Court. His areas of teaching proficiency
include international law, science and technology,jurisprudence, constitutional law,
and the Bill of Rights. He has also authored over 40 journal articles, papers and
book reviews, including topics in international law, terrorism and human rights.
A U.S. Air Force veteran, Christenson
received B.S.L and J.D. degrees from the
University of Utah and an S.J.D. from
-

George Washington University. (USD visit
2
November 21-2 .)
Robert J. Desiderio, 47, is currently
the tax head of a New Mexico law firm, on
fN M .
leave from the University o ew ex1co,
where he has been a· law professor since
1967. He was also the law school's associ(
) df
ate dean for four years 1972-76 an u11
dean for six years (1979-85), followed by
a year as Acting Vice President for Academic Affairs. He is the author of four
books and five journal articles covering
sue::h topics as contracts law, tJCC, taxexempt organizations, economic development and taxation. He is a member of
numerous legal associations, law school
accreditation teams, and university and
bar committees. He recieved his J .D. from
Boston College and B.S. from St. Joseph's
University, graduating 6/126 and 1/257,
respectively. (USD visit: December 7-8.)
Rudolf C. Hasl, 46, is currently Dean
of St. Louis University Law School, where
he has been a law professor since 1971 and
full dean since 1979. He has also held
various assistant, acting and associate dean
positions (1973-78). His fields of law
expertise include evidence, advocacy, health
law, environmental law, torts and administrative law.
He has served as chairman and member
of numerous university committees and
legal associations, including Vice Chairman of the ABA Section of Legal Education and Admissions to the Bar (since
1986). He authored a 500-page coursebook on legal problems of the elderly and
published over 25 articles and essays, primarily in the St. Louis Bar Journal, on
such topics as legal research and writing,
developing professional skills, and part(Continued on page 9.)
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Kratter expansion
remains on schedule
by Justin Kestelyn

--- Motions

New faces breaking into ranks
o.f Moot Court competion wins

More Hall PILF forum
hears from legal aid group

As surely(and possibly more quickly)
grounds in international law and diplo.The San Diego County Courthouse was
as a USD law professors builds the strucmatic relations.
the setting for the start of the 1988 Honorture of law in the minds of his students,
This year's problem centered around
able Jack R. Levitt Law and Motion Moot
theLaw Library expansion continues.
Court Competition. The first two rounds of criminal acts committed by an ambassador
The expansion, which will double the
and economic sanctions used in retaliation
oral argument were held on September 28current square footage of Kratter Library
for the arrest of the ambassador.Chris
29 at the downtown courthouse with the fi,is proceeding ''right on time,'' according
Brueshof and Philip Goodhart took top
nal round taking place in the Grace Courtto Professor and Law Library Director room of More Hall. The Honorable Jack R.
honors with Marcy Sinclair and David.
Nancy Carter. Phase One of the expansion,
Levitt was final round Presiding Judge .
Graves placing second. Best Respondent's
which consists largely of contruction of
A reception was held following the final
brief was won by Ann Zimmerman and
the new Structure itself,is scheduled to be
round, at which time Judge Levitt was preDavid Bregman; Sinclair and Graves won
completed in ~une, 1989.
sented with a plaque, from the Moot Court
Best Applicant's brief.
Phase Two will result in the relocation
Board, thanking him for his many years of
Best Oralist in the competion was won
of a portion of the 243,000 volumes into
dedication to the USD Moot Court Proby Terri Arcidiacano. Twenty-two teams
the new structure from the old library'
gram. As a distinguished Superior Court
competed in this competition, the best .
which will be gutted and ren-ovated.The
Judge in San Diego, Levitt has extensive
turnout ever.
entire operation will cost approximately
experience in the law and motion area. He
Future Moot Court Events
$6 million,of which almost $2.5 million
has since retired from the bench.
The regional moot court team was
has been mustered by an aggressive funLaw & Motion results
announced
at the reception following the
draising campaign.Completion is schedThe Law and Motion competition refinal
round.
The competitors will be James
uled tentatively for June, 1990.
- quired the writing and filing of papers
Ashworth,
Chris
Brueshof, Dayid Graves
The insufficiencies of the current lieither supporting or opposing the motion.
Sinclair.
Last year's regional
and
Marcy
brary are all too apparent.: lack of study
The motion was set up as a demurrer and
team
traveled
to
Honolulu,
Hawaii and
space,heat in summer and.cold in winter,
the subject was the 12-month internal statWashington,
D.C.,
to
compete
in
the Jessup
and inadequate faculty office space. Stack
ute of limitations contained in homeownInternational
Tournament.
space is woefully sparse for students purers insurance policies when applied in a
The first competition of the spring
suing the "find and skim" method oflegal
construction defects situation where there
semester
will be the Saint Thomas More
research.You might not realize that Kratare continuing and latent defects.
Constitutional Law Competition, also a
ter Law Library was originally built as a
David Graves, third-year student, came
two-person team competition. The probmen's dormitory but all of that is about to
in first place and was awarded a free Barlem
will be available January 12 and briefs
change.
passers review course. Teri Arcidiacano
will be due January 26. Oral arguments
It is clear from simply glancing at the
took second place as well as Best Defenwill be heard February 1~3. The first two
cinderblock structure nowadays,or even
dant's Brief Honors. Blaine Bowman came
rounds will be held at the County Courtthrough the windows of the library facing
in third place and was awarded Best Plainhouse with the final round in More Hall's
into the bustling site,that construction is
tiff's Brief Honors. James Ashworth came
Grace Courtroom. Judge John R. Brown of
indeed proceeding at more than brisk
in fourth place. Mike Leone took honors as
the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals is expace.The noise alone suggests substantial
the Best Oralist of the competition.
pected to be one of the three final round
structural progress.But some students may
judges.
Jessup International
be more interested in what the new Legal
The winning team will advance to arThe
Jessup
International
Law
CompetiResearch Center will be like inside.
gue
in the statewide competition slated for
tion, a two-person team competition, took
Climate-controlled
March
31-April 1 at the Pepperdine Uniplace last week. First af!d second round
One of the renovated library's more
versity School of Law in Malibu, Califorarguments were heard at the County Courtbeneficial features, touted as a major reania.
house with the final round in Grace Courtson for its construction, is the installation
'This year's problem is sure to -be anroom.
of a climate control system which will
other
interesting and timely constitutional
The final round panel of judges was
provide central air-conditioning and
issue.
--Mike Still
made up of individuals with diverse backheating.This system will not only provide
students with substantially more study
1
comfort but most importantly ,the books
For the seventh year, the USD Law Alumni Association is sponsoring the
they are studying .will have extended life
Alumni Advisor Program for first year law students. This mentoring program pairs
spans. The older books in the library have
alumni volunteers with students to discuss specialties of law practice, fut\lre trends and
been "responding negatively" to the current humid conditions that exist now, Carter course selection. As possible, students are paired with alumni who practice a specific
type of law and/or are located in a particular part of the country.
said.
Applications will be distributed to first year students only with first semester exam
Due to high acid content in the paper
numbers. To learn more about the program and meet some of the alumni advisors,
they ·are printed on,many volumes are
interested first year students are invited to attend a reception on Wednesday, November
decaying like
hard-bound Wonder
30 at 6 p.m. in the University Center. Tickets are required; please see Tammy Muir in
(Continued on page 9.)
Room 203C or call 260-469_2 for details and tickets.
--Barbara Mendelson

a

Alumni available as mentors to first-years
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by Adan Schwartz

On November 2, attorneys from Legal
Aid, Public Defenders, Voices For Children, and Luce, Forward visited USD Law
School to present their views on public
interest law. The forum was sponsored by
the More Hall Public Interest Law Foundation and the Career Planning office.
All the speakers seemed to agree that
while public interest law is not the most financially rewarding avenue a lawyer can
take, it can be quite satisfying in other
respects.
Greg Knoll, Legal Aid Society attorney, emphasized the importance of his
work to poor people. These people are like
everyone else in that they have legal needs,
Knoll said, the difference is their particular needs usually concern basics such as
food and shelter. The most important thing
accomplished by legal aid, Knoll said, is
that it provides these people witha voice in.
a socially acceptable arena. The most serious flaw in the Legal Aid system is that it
simply cannot handle the existing demand.
Knoll presented Legal Aid as an economically viable career alternative. Since
taking over 14 years ago, Knoll has tried to
make Legal Aid as much like a regular law
firm as possible. He feels he has succeeded to a great extent in that turnover
among lawyers there has decreased.. Knoll
credits higher wages ($25,000 for firstyear associates) and controlled caseloads
for this change.
Besides employing 17 attorneys full
time, Legal Aid sends cases out to approximately 500 San Diego lawyers. This referral system helps deal with the chronic
overflow of cases while it provides many
attorneys with an opportunity to gain experience in areas such as housing and community development, health and welfare,
and consumer, and family law.
· Frank Bardsley, the new top administrator at San Qiego Public Defenders, the
declared his goal of transforming the office into one of the best in the country.
Bardsley's message to the students was
that this expansion represents an immediate opportunity for students interested in
criminal trial work.
Public Defenders will be doubling its
size during the coming year or so and will
be conducting on-campus interviews for
the first time this spring. They are looking
for persons who are motivated by the excitement of trial work and can withstand
the pressure that goes along with it.
Voices for Children founder Katheryn
Ashworth spoke about her public interest
group that aids children involved in the
legal system. What started as a class project at-USD has established itself as a vital
part of the juvenile system in San Diego.
The goal behind the both the project, and
now the system, is to help so-called "dependents," children who are abused or
neglected, move through the juvenile court
system faster. Today, Voices For Children
does just that by taking volunteers and
making them legal representatives of dependents as they travel through the juvenile courts.
Ashworth commented on the uniqueness of this kind of work. Like most public
interest work, it is best suited for those who
really care about what the work they are
doing, said Ashworth. Also, juvenile
court work demands one be a social worker
as well as attorney.
As a corporate attorney, Miles Harvey
of Luce, Forward rarely gets the opportu. nity to apply his skills to public interest
causes. However, he feels that one still
can make a contribution without devoting
oneself to a career in public interest law.
Harvey has served on committees involved in public interest projects and knows
many other San Diego attorneys like himself who have done the same. Harvey
pointed out that, in addition to the personel satisfaction to be had in public interest work, an attorney in that field can
achieve a level ofpublic recognition which
most private sectorattorneys do not attain ..

~
..~
..~
.. ~~~~~~~~
. ~~...........
. ~......~.~.~=7':.~.~
. ~
..~
. ~
.. ~
.. ~~-==================~===8=--c-:_ ~ ~~··
'

•

•

I

1

1

,

1

f

'

1

1

I

I

'

1

I

'

1 ' / • I 1 t I I I I I I 1 f' I' I It> f •

f j

I If• I

'O t'

t,

f '\",,",,",," ,"

",.

~•

''

'

''

'' '''

'

Motions

November 22, 1988

--- 9

Faculty profile

Yale prof's 'risk-taking' in class leads Lee to bring same to USD
by Matthew M. Pribyl

Professor Evan Lee, a native Californian, says he loves living in California, and
the USD Law School community is certainly glad that he does. Lee boasts impressive academic and legal careers, which
make him a valuable addition to the law
school faculty.
He graduated in 1982 from the University of California, Berkeley, with a Bachelor's Degree in Political Science. ''The
San Francisco Bay area is a beautiful place
to grow up and Berkeley is such an outstanding school at which to study," Lee
remembers fondly. Immediately after graduating from Berkeley, Lee went east to
pursue a legal education at Yale University, a move prompted by his educational
experience at Berkeley.
''I enrolled in a number oflegal studies
courses at Berkeley, which were offered as
part of the undergraduate curriculum, and
which were taught by members of the
Boalt Hall Law School faculty," Lee said.
"I studied with such legal 'giants' as Phil
Johnson, Jerome Skolnick and Martin
Shapiro, all greatthinkers who had a profound impact on my decision to pursue a
legal career as well as my decision to enter
academia.''
Lee also points to one professor, Owen
Fiss, who taught at Yale and who also influenced Lee's decision to teach. "Professor Fiss brought such a great passion for
thinking and learning to the classroom.
His willingness to indulge in risk-taking in
the thinking process and to let ideas flow to
higher levels made his class an invaluable
experience for me. I do not believe it is
possible to imitate or copy such great scholars, but the same enthusiasm and insatiable

Phase One construction
on schedule for library
(Continued frompage 8.)

thirst for learning can be duplicated.'' This
enthusiasm is what Prof. Lee seeks to bring
to his students everyday, both in class and
out of class.
Lee states that he had very high expectations of being a legal academician, but
that even in his first year of teaching those
expectations have been met or surpassed.
"I really enjoy the process of analysis and
the questioning that takes place in a classroom setting. Particularly gratifying to me
is the opportunity for me to meet with
students one-on-one or in very small groups
to discuss ideas.''
Lee enjoys encouraging the free flow of
ideas in his classes and in private discussions in an attempt to open up new areas of
thought and to look at typical problems in
new ways.

substantial economic needs if it is to continue to be that quality institution, and this
sometimes translates into larger classes.
On the subject of the focus of legal
education, Lee feels that there needs to be
more concentration on both the theoretical
ai:id the practical aspects of law, and less
emphasis on the mid-level policy discussions.
''A good balance of theory with practicality would be ideal, and I feel it can be
achieved.'' On the theoretical side, Lee

a harmonious balance can be struck between the two ends.''
Lee's own personal goals and objectives include improving as a law professor,
a teacher and a thinker. He would like to
do more writing and research in the future,
and to get involved with student organizations to a greater degree.
"I would like to work with minority
student groups at USD. I think it is important that minority students have some professors who are familiar with their per-

Research, writing important

Also very precious to Lee is the opportunity to do further research and to write on
subjects within the area of his particular
expertise. Lee currently teaches civil
procedure and a seminar on federal appellate procedure. He describes his main field
of interest, broadly as the legal process,
"the area of law located, roughly, at the
intersection of constitutional law, civil
procedure and federal jurisdiction.''
Lee published an article on the dual
sovereignty exception to the double jeopardy prohibition soon after graduating from
Yale in 1985 and after clerking for a federal judge in San Francisco for one year.
"I was fortunate that the business litigation firm I was with in San Francisco at
the time I wrote my article allowed me the
time to do so." However, Lee's desire to
write and study more about the legal process was not quenched by the infrequent
opportunities available while in private
practice. Thus, Lee accepted a faculty
position at USD in the spring of 1988.
Lee feels that there is a great need for
smaller classes in law school though he
realizes that economic constraints sometimes prohibit this from happening. It is a
sort of catch-22, he said, that while law
schools in this country admit more and
more students in order to raise more money
for a quality education, the education
becomes less meaningful as a result of the
'
large size of the corirses.
"Individual attention is really the linchpin of education," he says. However, a
quality legal institution will need to meet

Bread.The problem is reaching such proportions that the Law School's ABA accreditation might actually be in jeopardy if
something is not done about this mass
disintegration.The new climate control
system will effectively alleviate this crisis.
The Legal Research Center has even
more to offer overly cramped students. The
new five-level addition will feature individually lighted study carrels that are cabled
for personal computer use.Aisles between
shelves will be wider.
Additionally, the library's microform
(Continued from page 7.)
collection will be moved from its present
location, a crowded compartment with time legal education.
A former U.S. Army captain, Hasl has
exposed telephone wiring,to more spacious
three
years of military jurisprudence expeand comfortable accomodations. Books
rience in Germany and Vietnam. He was
that have been stored in other campus
law clerk to two Illinois appellate court
buildings will also be provided with a new
justices.
A member of the Illinois and
home.You can even look forward to spe.
Missouri
bars, Hasl received an LL.M.
cially designed furniture.
from New York University and J.D. from
The new library will offer students more
than material benefits. Former Dean Shel- · St. Louis University (graduating 2/85). He
received his pachelor's degree (classics
don Krantz said, "This effort is the most
major, philosophy minor) with honors from
important issue in the history of the law
Xavier
University, where he was president
school."
of his senior class. (USD visit: December
The Legal Research Center demonstrates
12-13.)
to the legal education establishment that
USD is a good law school that is firmly
M. Kathleen Price, 46, has been a procommitted to becoming even better.A stateof law and Law Library director at
fessor
of-the-art library will prove that our school
the University of Minnesota since 1980.
is positioning itself on the·cutting edge of
Prior to th~t time she was a law professor
legal education.
and librarian at Duke University, where
Not all studen·ts have welcomed the
she
had been teaching law since 1975. Her
expansion with open arms. Distracting noise,
teaching
experience includes criminal law,
less convenient parking and the fact that
torts, legal research and writing, oil & gas
most students will never experience the
and law library administration.
benefits of the Legal Research Center have
Price served as Acting Assistant Vice
tarnished the project's appeal for a few.
President
for Academic Affirs (1985-86)
Not surprisingly ,some second- and thirdat Minnesota. She also worked in private
year students may lament their inability to
practice in the areas of litigation and corenjoy the pleasures of an expanded and
porations (1973-75). Before this, she was
renovated library. However, these same
an assistant law librarian at the University
lamenters will profit just as much as future
law students from the advantages that the --of Illinois (1970-73) and University of
Alabama (1967-70), after teaching for three
Legal Research Center creates for USD
years in Florida. Law School's reputation as a whole.

Professor Evan Lee
encourages thought to go where it will, in
hopes of opening up new 'windows' in
order to look at all types oflegal issues and
problems.
''I believe that great thought comes out
of free and unattached thinking, and if this
means that the ideas which come forth as a
result of such thought question the entire
area of law being dealt with, then so be it,
Lee continued. "It is crucial to a sound
legal education to sharpen the analytical
skills of students by travelling to higher
levels of abstraction.''
Lee stresses, however, that law students
should also be adequately prepared to deal
with real day-to-day problems confronting
most attorneys. "It will take some imagination, foresight and creativity, but I think

Photo by Robert Swain

spective as minorities in society."
Lee also wants to get involved with
some litigation on a pro-bono basis while
retaining the base of an academic setting.
Working on the new and evolving problems which face society and our legal
system can inject new ideas into academics, help rejuvenate scholarship and also
apprise the academicians of trends in various areas of law, according to Lee.
Lee says he really enjoys the San Diego
area and seriously considers the possibility
of being here for quite some time. His wife
is currently a third-year law student at
Hastings Law School in San Francisco,
and Lee predicts that San Francisco or San
Diego will be the most likely places, of
any, where they will live after this year.

Campus interviews held for final dean candidates
Price'is the author of numerous publications on topics such as international and
comparative law research, biomedical ethics
and book reviews on criminal law works.
She has been a speaker and panelist at
several library and legal workshops, as
well as on such diverse topics as artificial
insemination and law in China. An officer
or member of various university committees and professional activities, particularly in the library services and law school
accreditation areas, Price was reappointed
to the Executive Committee of the Association of American Law Schools.
She received her J.D. with honors from
the University of Illinois, attended the University of Alabama as a part-time law
student, received an M.S in Library Science from Florida State, and a bachelor's
with honors (political science) from the
University of Florida. (USJ) visit: November 28-29.)
Michael E. Tigar, 47, has been a tenured professor of law at the University of
Texas since 1983. Prior to joining the
faculty there, he practiced law for 10 years
in Washington, D.C., with the firms of
Williams & Connolly and Tigar & Buffone. He also taught law at Georgetown for
two of those years. In addition, Tigar spent
three years in international law with a San
Franciscofirm and.also taught at UCLA
for two years.

He has been very active in several legal
associations, particularly within the ABA's
Section of Litigation, where he is currently
Chair-Elect. Tigar has published over 40
legal articles and book reviews. He received his J.D. and B.A. (political science)
degrees from the University of California,
Berkeley, where hrt placed first in his law
school class all three years and was editorin-chief of law review. (USD visit: December 1-2.)
Robert K. Walsh, 46, is currently a
partner in the largest law firm in Arkansas,
where he practices mostly litigation. Be ~
fore joining the firm in 1981, he was Dean
and law professor at the University of
Arkansas, Little Rock (1976-81), where he
helped raise substantial funds for the Law
School. He also taught law at Villanova
(1970-76), including courses in federal
courts, administrative law, conflict of laws,
and constitutional law.
He has been a member of several university committees and has played an active role in the Arkansas bar association.
Walsh has been a memberofthe ABA Accreditation Committee since 1982 and served
as Chairperson for two years (1984-86).
He has also published legal articles, principally in the Arkansas Lawyer. Walsh
received his J.D. from Harvard and B.A.
from Providence College, where he graduated 8/56. (USD visit: December 5-6.)
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Mohr golf tourney raises money for emergency student loans
by Charles Hrvatin

.

-

The 13th Annual Michael Mohr Memorial Golf Tournament was once again a
successful Alumni event boasting a boisterous field of 100 golfers including alumni,
students and faculty who teed it up on
Friday, November 4. The annual event is
held to raise funds in order to provide
emergency, interest-free loans to law students.
The tournament is held in memory of
Michael Mohr, who was killed in a plane
crash in 1976, one year before he was due
to graduate from USD School of Law.This
year's event is sure to be remembered as
one of the more enjoyable fundraisers with
entry fees going to the Michael Mohr
Memorial Fund.
This year's event was held at Rancho
San Diego's Ivanhoe Golf Course, The
round of golf with cart was included in the
fee, as well as a raffle ticket for door prizes
such as a three-day, two-night stay in Las
Vegas and an exercise bicycle donated by
clients of alumnus Mike Zybala.
·There were also tee prizes including
competition for longest drive in both Men's
and Women's Divisions, closest to the
hole and a Bet For Birdie Hole.
The Bet For Birdie competition was
held on the 18th hole with a handicap of
three possible cups to shoot for. Two linksters bet a buck with a three-to-one return
on their wagers after sinking their putts.
Like the saying goes drive for show, but
putt for dough!
However, this tournament also rewarded
the long drivers. Sue Hilliard won a weekend in Las Vegas with the longest drive in
the Women'sDivision,adrive even longer
than some of her male duffers' drives.
The 9 o'clock shotgun start began a day
filled with hooks, slices, birdies (some of
which went for money) and enjoyment, if
not from playing the game, then from
drinking a few beers while riding around a
scenic golf.course on what tilrned out to be
a beautiful Fall day in East San Diego
County.
The championship trophies were awarded
at a post-tournament barbecue topping off
a day that could be looked on as practical
experience as well as a day of fun. Student
costs were subsidized in hopes that participation in the tournament as a student, will
encourage many of the student participants to return to compete in future tournaments and other alumni-sponsored events.
Students also got the chance to see
some of their favorite duffer professors
chase the pill around. Faculty members

found ditching class or at least their office
were Lou Kerig, Allan Snyder, Walt Heiser, Chris W onnell, Kevin Cole, Larry Alexander and Associate Dean Jack Minan.
One of the highlights of the day had to
be at the end of the trophy ceremony when
an almost impromptu auction began for
the hat off Lou Kerig's head. What has
become the "topper" of the event has carried on, for the last four or five years
according to organizer Lew Muller, as the
winning bidder keeps the cap for the year
until its siile during the following year's
tournament. The highest price bid to date,
$50, was raised this year when the emcee-

turned-auctioneer Lew Muller called
"Going ... Going .. Gone!"
Following is a list of this year's winners:

Championship Flight 1st
Michael Brown (74) (Class of '78)
2nd
Mike Zybala (75) (Class of '77)
3rd
Jim D'angelo (77) (Class of '83)
1st Flight
1st
Chris Workman
2nd
Lew Muller (Class of '77)
3rd
Mike Burke
2nd Flight
'
Dave Seeley *
1st
2nd
Barry Wallace
3rd
Lynn Muller
3rd Flight
1st
Paul Boland

So much for geology. How about math?
In our modem world, knowlege of advanced mathematics is essential if:
(1) you are going to be an accountant,
engineer or a scientist~God help you), or
(2) a crazed math teacher with a handgun attacks you, threatening to blow your
head off if you can't correctly recite the
quadratic formula.
The first case doesn't apply to me, and
if the second situation comes up you might
as well just shoot me straight off. I have no
better chance of reciting the quadratic
formula (or any formula, for that matter)
than I do of naming which prehistoric era
any given rock is from.
Let's look at English for a moment.
English teachers make students read very
old books called "classics." Without

Lori Ferovick
David Hall
Tim Gawron

Halloween Success

Overeducation is dangerous?

After a decade and a half of teachers, I
am now educated beyond repair. My brain
has been saturated with learning. I have
spent most of my academic life sitting in
bleak rooms that smell like chalk absorbing trivialities - like geology.
Geology is the science that deals with
the history of the earth, or more specifically, rocks. Rocks are hard and potentially damaging if dropped on one's foot this is enough information to satisfy most
of us. Contrary to what geologists will tell
you, it doesn't matter what prehistoric era
they were formed in (the ro~ks I mean).
Have rocks really changed that much in the
last few zillion years? No. Rocks were
always hard and potentially damaging if
dropped on one's foot.

Lisa Lewallen ·
Chris Wonnell

This year's tournament was great so
mark your calendars now for next year's
event-- Friday, November 3, 1989.

Life and other jokes
by Kent Sligh

2nd
3rd
4th Flight
1st
2nd
3rd

English teachers no one would read these
books and soon they would all be forgotten. English teachers don't want this to
happen because without these books they
would have very little to do.
The other thing English teachers do is
make students memorize lots of poems. In
today's modern world, there is only one
case where it is essential for a perso_n to
have memorized lots of poems:
(1) a crazed English teacher with a
handgun attacks you, threatening to blow
your head off if you can't correctly recite
at least three poems by Emily Dickinson.
Just think of how many of us run this
risk every day as we leave the house without even reviewing our poetry handbooks.
Science is loaded with information which,
unless you 're a ·scientist, is hopelessly
useless. I once had a biology teacher who
forced me and my classmates to perpetrate
the mass-murder of some two dozen helpless frogs. The idea was to cut up Mr. Frog
and to learn about his circulatory system
which was, by then, no longer working.
Over the years my knowledge of a slicedup frog's circulatory system has not hdped
me in the least (although stuffed green
peppers now make me a little queasy).
Obviously I have spent too much time
being educated- time that might have been
better spent writing newspaper columns.
In today's modem world, reading my
newspaper column is essentialif:
(1) I go crazy, buy a handgun, and
threaten to blow your head off if you can't
tell me how this article ends.
Sligh is the Vista's Offbeat Editor and
will be a regular contributor to Motions.

Suzy Gossip here with all the gossip
that inquiring minds want to know. On
October 28, there was a Halloween soiree
that can only be described as tres extraordinaire. Anybody who is anybody was
there. The list of those present reads like a
who's who of celebrities.
Fred and Wilma Flintstone from Bedrock were there. The Count and Countess
Dracula were present as well as those
bodybuilding Gurus from Europe, Hans
and Franz, whoarealwaysreadyto "pump
you up.'' That obnoxious TV host Morton
Downey Jr. was also there along with Hillbilly Bill. I also believe I saw Debbie
Gibson at the party, although afterwards
she denied being there.
.
As usual, there were the typical gate
crashers. The Grim Reaper came and refused to leave as well as a: bunch of people
dressed as ''illegal beavers.'' They claimed
to be a softball team, but those who have
seen them play have their doubts. One man
came dressed as a woman, who in a very
unlady-like manner was seen flashing the
guests. One close look at this man was
enough to keep everyone laughing for the
entire night. There were assorted others
too numerous to mention.
The music for the party was provided
by Cat Tracks. But, there was a surprise
when the lead singer for Guns and Roses
made a special appearance. The two men
wowed the crowd and walked away the
winners of the.costume contest (they came
dressed as the91selves). Fred and Wilma
came in second and there were many honorable mentions. The winners shared an
award of a free bar rev.iew course.
The party went. on until 1 a.m. and a
wild time was had by all. As a matter of
fact, it has been learned by this reporter
that after the party certain individuals, led
by Hans and Franz, were sliding across the
beer laden floor. Hans ~nd Franz, those
two crazy boys who are the products of
steroids, will do anything for a laugh. This
reporter had a good time and like many
others severely paid for it the next morning.
·
Ta ta for now darlings.
--Suzy Gossip

Softball Tournament ends fall intramurals season
1988 Fall Softball Standings
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I
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I
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Barpassers
Barside
Bill Wilson & No Name
Well Hung & Blue
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Kahunas
WSUAlumni
Habeas Corpses
Hung Jury
Tort On Your Face
Illegal Beavers

W-L-T

Pts

6-1
6-1
5 - 1-1
5-2
4-2
4- 2
3-3
3-2
2- 2-2
2-4 - 1
2-4-1
2-5
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8
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6
6
6
5
5
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1988 Fall Champion
Photo by Robert SWain

I
I

Reasonable Men
Habeas Corpses

I

I

Barside
BYE

1

I

Barside

Players and spectators are reminded that
NO BEER is allowed on the field, and as
any alcohol at all may result in forfeiture of
the field, persons are asked to remove any
··
cans from the parking lot.
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Classified Ads
Run your ad for only $4 for 25 words. Have something to sell or advertise? More reliable
than a packed bulletin board, 1300 law students, staff and faculty read Motions as well
as many in the USD community. Next issue: February 1, 1989. Deadline for ad and fee:
January 26, 1988. For informatfon call: 260-4600, x4343.

WORD PROCESSING

HELP WANTED

Typing, Electronic. $1.65 per double space
page. Experienced, Editing Inc. 286-9879. Lee

Tutor Needed: For Constitutional Law with
Prof. Morris. Will pay. Call 436-0543.

Word Processing: Specializing in legal documents (11 yrs. experience), laser printer. $2 .50
per double spaced page, Syntax Word Processing, Tasha, 231-4441or569-4153.

FOR SALE

Ann.

Typing/Word Processing (IBM PC/Wordperfect/laser printing) 15 yrs. exp .. Very reasonc
able rates. 24-hr turnaround or less for ALL
typing needs. Pt Loma Area. 223-1399,
Word Processing/Graphics. Laser printing.
Term papers, thesis. law complaints, manuscripts.letters, resumes, flyers, business card
design typesetting; High Quality. Reasonable
prices. Rebecca 273-4673.

Fundraiser set for Dec. 2
for shelter for homeless
Father Joe Carroll & Friends in high
places Present: Celebrity Holiday Party,a
gala Christmas fundraiser, to benefit the
St. Vincent de Paul Center for the homeless. On Friday, Dec. 2 there will be a
carnival "On the Waterfront", a dance and
festival on the B Street Pier Embarcadero.

Centurion Le Mans RS w /SIS shifting. 26' Red/
White. Lo miles, pump included. $300 firm.
Charlie H. 277-0445 or Motions office 260-4600
x4343.
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Donations needed forThanksgiving Food
and Clothes Drive for downtown shelters
Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity International (PAD) is sponsoring a Thanksgiving Food and Clothes Drive. All donated
canned goods and clothes will be given to
the St. Vincent de Paul Shelter to aid in
their mission to help the less fortunate.
The Food and Clothes Drive will be
from Monday, November 21 through
Wednesday, November23. Donated items
should be put in the marked boxes located
by the tables in the first floor of the law
school."The less fortunate people of San
Diego would greatly appreciate any old
clothes and canned goods the law school

Journal fundraiser brings in over $2000

The editors and members of the Journal ofContemporary Legal Issues would like to
thank everyone involved in making the Journal's auction a success. The auction was
held on Thursday, November 17, 1988. A special thanks goes to Professor John Roche
who gave a fine performance as auctioneer. Many wonderful items were auctioned off
including a $50 savings bond, fitness center memberships and the infamous Carl's Jr.
coupons. The members of the Journal appreciate the support of everyone who participated in and attended the auction. Many thanks to the following high bidders:
Mel Epley purchased a BARPASSERS Course for $990.00;
Craig Shinners purchased a 3-day PMBR course for $275.;
Donna Katzman purchased a 6-day PMBR course for $395;
Matt Harris purchased the Mariott Hotel Palm Springs vacation for $175; and
Walter Nuckols purchased green fees for 4 for the Stardust Hotel for $61.
The third issue of the Journal will be available in the first part of the spring
semester. Watch for the Journal's " newsstand" on the lower level of the law school
building to buy your copy of the Journal.
--Elizabeth Kreitzer

community might have.
In addition, PAD members have been
assisting Sister Carlotta DiLorenzo, of the
Graduate and Law Ministry, in collecting
monetary contributions, new socks and
toilet articles for distribution to the homeles~ people of downtown San Diego as part
of Hunger & Homelessness Week.
PAD wishes to acknowledge the following members of the PAD Community
Service Committee for their assistance in
these community service projects: Monica
Zrinyi, Andy Ueland, Vicky Chen, Leslie
Greathouse, Jeannine Pacioni, Jeannie Robb
and Scott Morrison.
Currently, PAD officers are in the process of planning activities and programs for
the Spring semester. As always, PAD
welcomes any suggestions for future events.
Suggestions should be placed in the PAD
mailbox located on the first floor of the law
school. PAD encourages all membership
along with guests take advantage of the
annual Mammoth Madness Ski Trip scheduled for next semester.

· Graduation speaker noted

Archibald Cox, lfarvard law professor
and former Watergate prosecutor, will be
the guest speaker at next May's commencement exercises.

Faculty committee looks at mid-terms' problems, costs versus educational benefits
(Continued from page 1.)

Increased feedback

31 to tum in their grades and to start the
feedback process, Associate Dean Jack
Minan said, and only four professors, primarily adjunct professors, were behind
this schedule.
Minan pointed out another one of the
faculty's goals was to improve class participation, preparation and attendance.
Several of the faculty have noted that class
attendance and participation has improved
in their classes as compared to past years
and attributed
the increase to Ithe mid.
terms. "There's a ,general sense of students making sure they know what's going
on sooner," Minan said.
Several students told Cole mid-terms
are good because it gives them a ''better
idea of the way class is going and forces
[them] to focus."

One of the biggest benefits of midterms is the increased feedback students
will get from their professors. Cole said.
During classes a student gets indirect feedback by listening to a professor's answer to
a problem or issue and then mentally
comparing that with how he or s~e would
have answered. After fall finals, the students leave for several weeks and by the
time they return some of the material has
faded and even if they then get some feedback on how to do better for that test, it's
too late for that class. Most classes are one
semester long so it's on to other classes.
With mid-terms, students would get
timely feedback on their answers, us_ually
during class time, Cole said. Many of the
The evaluation process
professors gave out "model" answers,
Much of the evaluation by the commitwritten or orally, to their classes in combination with written comments on the tests , tee has to wait until after this semester's
finals. Some students may change their
themselves. The faculty had until October
minds about mid-terms if they find they
understand more from early semester when
USD Night-Every Wed.
it comes to studying and taking their tests,
Cole said. So an opinion survey of students
at this time would be premature, he feels.
However, the committee is working on
"
some
sort of form and forum .for student
... ~
input which would be available early in
~
January. Students are also welcome to submit
~
their written suggestions and views to Cole
?He~
at any time for consideration by the committee.
~e~
The biggest problem with the evaluMISSION GORGE:
ation is getting objective data as so much
6333 M1 ss10 N GoncE: Ro.
of the information is subjective and opin280-9944
ion. Bar passage rates are subjective data
MIRA ME:SA
and aren't conclusive, Cole said, because
10787 CllM INO Ruiz,
so many factors affect the bar results. Some
695-1461
precise measurement will be possible
MOR E:NA/N~PA
though, Minan said, such as the time spent
5302 NAPA SrnE:E:T
by professors in giving feedback on mid542 -1462
terms, the type of feedback and the types of
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tests given.
Early in the spring semester the committee expects to report to the faculty with
a recommendation on whether to discontinue mid-terms or, the more likely recommendation, what implementation changes
should be considered. The faculty has the
authority to change the policy whenever
they want, Minan said, but many of the
faculty, including himself, would .be opposed to ending mid-terms before the end
of this school year in order "to collect
sufficient data to assess educational goals.''

Identified problems

Some of the problems with mid-terms
have already been identified. Students might
question the value of a mid-term test that
differed in form from that professor's final. After all, part of the value of taking
mid-terms was to help students take tests
better. However, Cole believes amid-term
can still be valuable if it doesn't' 'mirror''
the final because other goals are still reached;
the student still has to master the material
earlier in the semester.
Additionally, many professors do not
have the time to grade the type of test they
would like to give, Cole said. With no class
days off after mid-terms_and before the
second half of classes, the professors have
to keep up with their class preparation and
updating materials while grading tests before
the October 31 deadline.
Cole does not know how many law
schools have mid-terms but that number
may be low because of the economics of
the tests. Classes without mid-terms are
easier for professors to manage because of
the other commitments expected of them,
he said.
Most professors are also involved in
community activities. For example, Professor Don W eckstein works for the San
Diego County Bar Association Ethics hotline, fielding questions from attorneys on
professional responsibility and ethics. More
time is spent by professors supervising
independent research and law review projects and meeting with students regarding
course questions. The faculty meets en
mass every two weeks and every professor
is a member or leader of some committee
and/or subcommittee with regular reports
. to submit to the faculty. The Law School is
also part of the university community and
so some professors spend time on univer-sity committees such as the Budget Committee.
The committee will be checking to see
how many professors' mid-terms differed
from their final exams and whether the

lack of time affected their mid -term design
choices.

Other concerns

Other factors to be considered by the
committee include how disruptive of class
preparation mid-terms might have been
and whether they ''perversely'' decreased
class preparation, Cole said. There is the
possibility that some students went through
"burnout" after the tests or had "bunching'• problems from too many tests in one
week.
Some students seem to dislike midterms becaue it disrupts their work schedules. "Tuition is high and there is not
enough financing, so the reality is students
[work],',' Cole said. "Short term working
helps but long-term [it] can hurt you." If
mid-terms force students to strike a balance and to give students incentive to go to
class, Cole added, then it is achieving one
of its goals.
First-year students were concerned when
their professors were given discretion
whether to give grades for their mid-terms.
Consequentially, one section had five graded
tests while another had two graded tests.
Cole feels it is speculative for the firstyears who took five graded tests to think
their grades may be impaired in the overall
standings.
Since students are graded within each
section and the mean is required to be in
such a narrow range, there would probably
be no identifiable difference in grad~s
throughout the sections. In spite of the
increased stress during mid-terms, he added,
it could be that students who had five
graded tests will do better on finals. They
may get a better sense of where they stood
against other students in their section, all
of whom were "trying" because the grades
did count.
Another concern to be addressed by the
committee is the percentage of the final
grade a mid-term can count. There was
significant variance in some upper division courses of 50 to 20 percent weight put
on the mid-terms, Minan said. There is no
cap on how much weight a professor can
put on a mid-term. The committee will
look at reducing this spread and how the
mid-terms are weighted.
Ironically, when the law school voted to
institute mid-terms last spring the undergraduate school voted to quit giving midterms. But as they say, ' 'no pain, no gain. ' '
If mid-terms further educational goals, there
will still be some costs, Cole said. The
committee and the school are now working
on minimizing those costs.
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It's a/act; BAR/BRI Prepares More Graduating Law Students/or the
California Bar Exam Each Year Than All Other Courses Combined!

There must be a reason why.
Does BAR/BRI have the finest California outlines
_to use while in law school as well as for bar preparation?
Does BAR/BRI have the most qualified faculty
(ABA approved law school professors) teaching its
review course?

l
I
I

.I

Does BAR/BRI have a full-time attorney staff to give
each student personal assistance in using the BAR/BRI
materials and method?
Does BAR/BRI include in its senior review course materials
all the relevant post-1980 California Bar Exam questions?

J

Does BAR/BRI include in its senior review course
a t NO EXTRA CHARGE the following.:

~

Yes
Yes

1. Over 30 structured issue analysis and substantive law lectures
2. A 4-day intensive performance test workshop
3. A 4 -day multistate method workshop
with over 2500 MBE questions with analytical answers

~

4. Essay writing workshop teaching you how to write
passing b~u exam answers
5. A simulated bar exam spread over two weeks to avoid burn-out

6. Weekly graded practice examinations

Yes
Yes
Yes

Compare BAR/BRI vs. The Competition!

e~--·-BAR REVIEW

THE ONLY CHOICE!

11801 West Olympic Blvd., #7
Los Angeles, C~lifornia 90064
(213) 477-2542

332 Golden Gate Avenue
San Francisco, California 94102
(415) 441-5600

I

1407 First Avenue
San Diego, California 92101
(619) 236-0623

I

